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The  value  of  meat  consumed  (quantity  consumed  times  its  retail  value)  has  been 
closely  related  to  consumer  incomes  except  during  and  immediately  following  the  war  when 
prices  were  held  down  by  price  controls.  Even  though  meat  supplies  per  person  in  1947 
have  been  large,  meat  prices  have  pushed  to  new  peaks  by  the  strong  demand  resulting 
chiefly  from  record  high  consumer  incomes.  Expenditures  for  meat  this  year  apparently 
are  even  greater  than  usual  relative  to  consumer  incomes. 
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THE  LIW  STOCK  A^'JD  Iv'EAT  SITUATIO:: 


I  Approved  by  the  Outlook  and  Situation  Board  September  25,  1947 

'  SUMMARY 

Despite  larre  Trseat  output  for  the  r.onth,  meat  and  ineat  animal  prices  set 
nev!  records  in  Seotenber.     New  high  leirels  of  consumer  incomes  are  holding  denazrl 
for  r.eat  unusually  strong. 

The  value  of  the  reat  consursd  in  this  country  depends  almost  wholly  on  the 
amount  of  money  people  have  to  spend.     People  v/ant  to  buy  more  meat  and  will  spend 
more  for  meat  as  their  incomes  increase.     This  is  shov.'n  by  studies  of  the  pre-war 
-  relation  between  disposable  income  per  person— the  am.ount  of  rioney  left  for  spending 
and  saving  after  oersonal  taxes  are  dec ucted--and  the  value  of  meat  consumed,  ^his 
year,  it  is  estim^ated  that  both  disposable  income  and  the  estim.a-^ed  retail  value  of 
meat  consumed  per  person  v/ill  set  new  records. 

Price  changes  in  meat  and  meat  anim.als  during  the  next  few  months  will 
chiefly  reflect  seasonal  changes  in  slaughter  supplies  and  meat  output. 

A  m.oderate  seasonal  decline  in  hog  prices  through  fall  and  early  v.-inter  is 
exoectpc  as  1947  sr;ring  pigs  are  m.arketed  in  greatest  volum.ee     Little,  if  any, 
decline  in  prices  of  fed  cattle  are  expected  during  the  next  few  months  in  view  of 
the  sm.all  marketings  in  prospect.     Prices  of  grass-fat  cattle  m.ay  decline  m.oderately 
althou~h  they  v."ill  be  supported  by  a  strong  dem.and  for  slaughter.     Prices  of  lamhs 
are  likely  to  increase  again  after  the  s^^asonal  m.arketing  peek,  usually  in  October, 
is  passed. 

Meat  production  this  fall  and  early  winter  is  expected  to  be  about  equal  to 
the  large  output  a  year  earlier.     Slaughter  of  cattle  probably  v.'ill  continue  large, 
although  the  numiber  of  fed  cattle  for  slaughter  will  be  relatively  smjall  because,  of 
the  smiall  num.ber  of  cattle  now  on  feed  and  this  year's  reduced  grain  harvest.  Liore 
hogs  m:ay  be  slaurthtrred  this  fall  and  early  winter  thsn  a  year  earlier,  reflecting 
earlier  marketings  of  the  slightly  larger  number  of  pigs  saved  in  the  spring  of  194  7 
than  in  1946.       But  hogs  may  not  be  fed  to  as  heav7/-  v/cights  as  last  fall  and  pork 
output  m.a^'  be  smaller.     The  1947  lam.b  crop  was  9  percent  less  than  last  year  and 
lam;b  slaughter  this  fall  and  v:inter  will  continue  under  that  of  a  year  earlier. 

Tot^l  m^eat  production  this  year  probably  will  be  about  the  sam£  as  last  year 
(23  billion  oounds  dressed  meat  basis),  and  about  a  third  greater  than  in  l;37-4l. 
Beef  production  v.dll  be  considerably  greater  than  last  year  end  probably  will  be  a 
nev;  record.      Hog  slaughter  for  the  year  m.av  total  2  to  3  million  head  less  than 
,    last  year's  totnl.     Sheep  and  lam.b  slaughter  will  be  considerably  under  1946  and  wilT 
be  the  sm.aHest  since  1929, 

(For  release  October  3,  p.m.) 
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-  OUTLOOK 

Me  at -Animal  Prices  Set  i^lew  Highes;  Seasonal 
Decline  in  Hog  Frices  _in  Prospect 

Livestock  prices  reached  nev;  records  in  August  and  early  September.  Prices 
received  by  farmers  for  all  meat  animals  in  mid-August  averaged  slightly  higher 
than  the  previous  record  of  last  March^  almost  19  percent  higher  than  in  August 
1946  just  before  price  controls  were  reimposed,  and  52  percent  higher  than  in  May 
1919,  the  peak  reached  after  V/orld  Y/ar  I.  Prices  v/ere  even  higher  in  mid-September, 

Farmers'  prices  for  beef  cattle  averaged  a  record  $20.20  per  hundred  pounds 
in  mid-September.     Cattle  prices  have  been  rising  almost  steadily  for  nearly 
2  years  and  continued  to  advance  in  late  August  and  early  September.     The  in- 
crease from  January  to  September  this  year  was  greater  than  from  June  1946,  v/hen 
price  controls  were  in  effect,  to  November  1946,  the  peak  after  they  had  been 
removed. 

Exceptionally  strong  demand  for  slaughter  cattle  in  mid-September  held  pricres 
of  stockers  and  feeders  high,  especially  the  heavy,  v/ell-f lesiied  kinds.     Because  of 
a  continued  strong  demand  for  beef,  prices  of  the  better  grades  of  fed  cattle  are 
likely  to  decline  less  than  seasonally  as  cattle  marketings  increase  this  fall. 
The  supply  of  grain-fed  cattle  for  market  this  fall  t.nd  early  winter  probably  will 
be  one  of  the  smallest  in  several  years.     If  an  unusually  large  proportion  of 
soft  and  wet' corn  is  harvested  this  fall  as  in  1945, "demand  for  feeding  stock  may 
be  inci-eased.     But  with  the  reduced  supply  of  feed  grains  for  the  next  feeding 
year,  feeders  are  likely  to  purchase  heavier  cattle  than  usual  and  feed  them  for 
a  shorter  period.    With  reduced  feed  supplies,  they  may  also  reduce  the  nuiaber 
fed  as  well . 

•   A  moderate  seasonal  decline  in  hog  prices  is  in  prospect  v;hich  may  last 
through  December.     Last  year,  prices  of  barrows  and  -gilts  at  Chicago  declined 
|2.62  per  hundred  pounds  from  the  high  in  November  to  the  low  in  the  third  v/eek  in 
Decembo-r.     This  vvas  about  the  average  decline  for  that  season.     This  year's  spring 
pig  crop  v;&s"  slii^htly  greater  than  last  year.     Because  of  the  short  corn  crop, 
marketings  are  expected  to  be  earlier  with  a  larger  proportion  marketed  in  October- 
December  than  in  that  quarter  a  year  ago.    However,  reduced  market  weights  are  in 
prospect  and  pork  output  this  fall  may  be  less  than  a  year  earlier. 

In  mid- September ,  prices  of  barrows  and  gilts  and  sows  at  Chicago  v/ere  higher 
than  in  either  liarch  1947  or  in  late  1946.     Average  prices  of  butcher  hogs  at 
Chicago  advanced  arouna  .'?;;6.40  per  hundred  pounds  from  May  to  mid-September  this 
year.     The  increase  in  sow  prices  v/as  slightly  greater. 

Prices  of  good  and  choice  slaughter  lambs  at  Chicago  set  a  nevr  record  of 
$25,75  per  hundred  pounds  during  the  v.-eek  endin^,  July  19.  '  In  early  September, 
prices  v.ere  almost  as  high  as  the  July  peak.     Prices  in  early  September  were  con- 
siderably above  those  being  received  for  fed  lambs  last  January-.lar ch ,  and  above 
those  in  late  1946,  after  price  controls  ended.     Stocker  and  feeder  lamb  prices 
in  early  September  v.'ere  the  highest  of  record. 

Prices  of  lambs  are  lively  to  increase  again  after  the  peak  in  slaughter  has 
been  reached  this  ft*  11.     Fewer  lambs  are  on  hand  for  feeding  or  slaughter  in  the 
remainder  of  1947  and  in  early  1948  than  a  year  earlier.     Demana  for  feeding  lambs 
will  depend  in  part  upon  vdnter  wheat  pasture  conditions  in  the  Great  Plains. 
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1947  Beef  Ou.tr>ut  C-reatest  on -Record; 
Fall  Hog  Slaughter  t;o  be  • 
Greater  Thar,  in  1P4~ 


!-eat  production  this  year  orobabl-'-  v-ill  total  around  23  billion  •oor.nds, 
dressed  r.eait  b^isis,  about  the  sane  as  in  1946,  and  almost  a  third  rrre'ater  than  the 
aver?g-e  for  1937-41,     Cattle  slauehter  this  ^rear  is  se"i>tih~  a  nev:  Yl^Y.  record,  3eef 
prod'-ction  is  likely  to  exceed  the  previous  record  of  16:3-  billion  pounds  in  1945, 
;  nd  v^ill  be  substantially  t^reater  ths^n  the  1946  production  of  9,4  billion  pounds, 
kUalf  slau^rhter  v/ill  be  preatsr  t^  an  in  1946,  but  probgblv  v/ill  not  cone  up  to  that 
■of  either  1944  or  1945,  the  tv^o  largest  veers  on  record.    On  the  other  hand,  ho?- 
'slaughter  _ this  ^-ear  ^vill  be  nerhaps  2  to  3  nillion  head  beloi-v  1946,     Pork  outrjut  v.-ill 
orobably  be  the  sriAliest  since  1941*     Lamb  and  mutton  production  for  the  ve^r  prob- 
ably will  be  around  200  million    nounds  less  "^^q'n  the  970  million  pounds  produced  in 
1946,  and  the  smallest  since  1929, 

Total  neat  oroduction  in  the  first  quarter  of  1947  aonarentlv  vr5.s  lesS;~han  a 
year  earlier.     But  in  the  second  and  third  auarters  outnut  substantially  exceeded 
the  same  periods  of  1946,     Cattle  slau^^hter  under  Federal  Inspection .  during  July  v;as 
a  record  for  the  months.     In  August,  hovrever,  slj^u'-hter  "ivas  2  percent  bolow  August 
1946  and  the  smiallest  for  the  m.onth  since  1943,    The  small  number  of  cattle  on  jrrain 
feed  and  the  delayed  movement  of  ^rass  cattle  accounted  for  the  relative.ly..  small 
slaurhter  in  Auorust,     A.  record  number  of  calves  vere  killed  under  Federal  ins-oection 
in  July,     In  August,  calf  slaughter  vras  exceeded,  onlv .  in  1944,    Last  vear,-  slaurrhter 
of  cattle  v'as'  lam-e  durine*  Julv  and  ^up'ust  vhen  "rice  controls  yrere  .temoorarily 
removed.  .    .  :  .  ' 

It  now  ap'-iears  that  total  neat  output  in  the  final  quarter  of  1S47  vn:ll  be 
r.oderately  less. than  a  vear.  earlier  and  the.smallest  since  1942c.    The  number  of  hogs 
slauf-htered  probably  v:ill  be  at  le?st  as  larpie  as  a.  vear  earlier.-.     Pork  production 
is  expected  to  be  less,  hov:ever,  because  ho?s  v.-ill  be  marketed  a-t  lighter  v."ei?hts 
because  of  the  reduced  corn  crop^     Sheep  ^nd  lam.b  slaughter  orobably  will  continue 
less  than  a  year  earlier,  chiefly  because  fev/er  lambs  v.-ere  raised  this  ^--ear.  But 
calf  slaughter  in  Oct-ober-Decem-ber  m.ay  exceed  the  lar^e  slausrhter  of  late  1945, 
Slaup-hter  .of  beef-t-^/pp  calves  is  expected  to  continue  unusually  ler°:ec  Current, 
trends  in  cattle  slaui?hter  sur^est  that  beef  nroduction  in  the  foui'th  quarter  this 
year  m.ay  dIso  be  greater  than  in  that  period  of  1946, 

Fed  Cattle'  Marketings  to  be  Small 

Because  -of  reduced- feed  sunnlies  and-  the  small^er.  number..of  cs.ttle  on  feed  for 
market,  th^ere  will  be  a  relatively  sm.all  number  of  fed  cattle  slau«"htered  durinr 
1948,     The  decrease  from  a  year  earlier  in  m.arketinrs  of  these  cattle  v.dll  be  most 
pronounced  during  the  summ.er  and  early  f^llo 

January- June  shipments  of  stocker  and  feeder  cattle  to  8  Corn  Belt  States  were 
19  percent  greater  than  a  ve<^r  earlier,     Julv  shipments,  hovrever,  were  11  percent 
less  than  the  laro-e  shipments  of  July  1946,  but  v/ere  o-reater  than  for  any  other  July 
of  record.     Shipments  of  stocker  end  feeder  cattle  to  8  Corn  Belt  States  in  Auf^ust 
T/ere  39  percent  less  than  a  vear  earlier. 
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Ivla3±etings  of  grass  cattle  tMs  fall  and  winter  apparently  v^ill  be 
largeo    Slaughter  of  steers  has  "been  very  large  throughout  this  year.  Cow 
and  heifer  slaughter  under  Federal  inspection  in  January-July  v:as  the 
largest  proportion  of  total  cattle  slaughter  for  the  season  since  1938» 
The  large  slaughter  of  all  classes  of  cattle  indicates  that  cattlemen  are 
sharply  reducing  cattle  numbers  this  yearc 

Hog-ccrn  Price  P.e tio  5e lovf  Average  " 
Sow  L^a  rice  tings  Large" 

The  hog -corn  price  ratio  in  early  September  was  below  the  long-time 
average  for  the  third  nonth  after  having  been  unusually  high  from  November 

1946  to  Eay  1947©  The  drop  resulted  frogi  higher  corn  prices  which  have 
been  at  record  levels,  reflecting  prospects  for  a  small  crop  and  strong 
denando 

The  total  supply  of  feed  concentrates  for  the  1947-48  feeding  season 
( October -September ) ,  according  to  September  1  crop  conditions  will  be  141 
million  tonsc    This  v:ould  be  13  percent  less  than  the  large  1946-47  supply 
and  smaller  than  in  other  recent  ^ears,  but  slightly  larger  than  the  .  1937-41 
average,    VJith  fev/er  livestock  to  "ce  fed. than  in  recent  years,  the  prospective 
supply  per  animal  unit  is  moderately  below  the  average  for  the  past  fev;  years 
and  equal  to  the  1957-41  average « 

It  is  expected  that  the  average  slaughter  v/eight  of  hogs  r.dll  be 
lighter  in  the  next  12  months  than  in  the. past  year©      However^  slaughter 
weights  may  not  reach  the  low  r^re-war  levels*    The  average  live  T;eight  of 
hogs  slaughtered  under  Federal  inspection  v/as  230  pounds  in  1936-40,  241 
pounds  in  1941,  and  .reached  a  record  of  265  pounds  in  1945*    In  the  first 
week  of  September  this  year  the  average  weight  of  all  hogs  slaughtered  under 
Federal  inspection  vms  277  pounds,  22  pounds  greater  than  the  average  of  a 
year  earlier?    Part  of  the . increased  average  weight  this  year  is  due  to  a 
larger-than-usual  proportion  of  sows  slaughteredo  .  . 

The  nmber  of  sows  markete.d  during  ;July  and  August  apparently  xvas  the 
largest,-  relative  to  tkrch-April  farrov/ings^  since  at  least  1943*    In  most 
years^  peak  farror/ings  of  spring  pigs  occur  in  April  with  March  being  second 
highc    Peak  marketings  and  slaughter  of  savi&  usually  occur- in  July  or 
August,    The  number  of  sows  sold  at  7  markets  in  July  this  year  v;as  the 
greatest  for  any  month  since  August  1943c    Sovr  sales  made  up  41  rercent  of 
total  hog  sales  at  7  market's  in  July  compared  \Tith  the  1938-42  average  of 
30  percent  for  that  month c    Through  August  and  early  September  the  number 
of  sows  m.arketed  also  continued  largoa. 

1947  Lamb  Crop  Smallest  in  22  Years 

The  1947  lamb  crop  totaled  22*4  million  head,  2,3  million  head  less  ■ 
than  the  1946  crop,  10o2  million  ]ess  than  the  record  1941  crop,  and  the 
smallest  in  22  years >    Next  year's  lamb  crop  promises  to  be  even  smaller 
because  of  a  further  reduction  this  year  in  the  number  of-  evies  of  breeding 
ageo 
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Federally  inspected  sheep  and  laFb  slaughter  in  the  first  8  months  of 
1947  totaled  23  percent  less  than  a  year  earlier^     -^here  v;ere  20  percent  fewer 
lambs  and  yearlings  slaughtered  and  46  percent  fewer  mature  sheep  slaughtered 
in  January— July  than  a  year  earlier-> 

It  now  seems  probable  that  fewer  lambs  will  be  fed  this  fall  and  winter 
than  a  year  earlier--    Host  of  the  reduction  in  this  year's  lamb  crop  was  in  the 
Western  Sheep  Statesj  the  source  of  miost  of  the  lambs  for  feedings     In  general, 
lambs  in  the  Western  States  have  m.ade  good  gains  this  year  and  a  larger-than- 
usual  part  of  the  crop  will  be  in  slaughter  conditionc 

Shorn  wool  production  in  1947  is  estimated  at  256  m.illion  pounds,  8  per- 
cent less  than  in  1946,  and  the  smallest  since  1925.     Domestic  output  of  wool 
this  year  will  be  less  than  one  third  of  United  States  mill  consumption  of 
apparel  wool,     HoY/everj  dealers  and  the  Com.modity  Credit  Corporation  at  the 
beginning  of  the  present  shearing  season  had  enough  domestic  and  foreign  wool 
on  hand  in  this  country  for  about  9  month's  consum.pt ion  at  the  current  rate. 

Since  1942  domestic  v;ool  prices  have  been  fairly  stable  as  the  CCC  has 
purchased  m.ost  of  the  United  States  production^,     The  average  price  received  by 
farmers  for  wool  in  August  was  40  cents  per  pound.    Wool  prices  in  each  of  the 
past  6  years  have  been  the  highest  since  1925. 


RELATIONSHIP  T  EXPENDITURES  FOR  mAT  TO  CONSUMER  INCQ^ffiS 

By  Grove r  J.  Sims 

The  size  and  distribution  of  consumer  incomes  plays  a  very  important  part 
in  the  dollar  value  of  meat  purchased^     With  a  given  supply  of  meat  the  consumer 
demand  for  that  meat--and  thus  its  price--is  determined  largely  by  how  much  money 
people  have  and  who  has  it-.     Consum.ers  in  the  United  States  will  spend  the  largest 
amount  of  money  on  record  for  meat  in  1947.     Individual  and  family  incomes  this 
year  are  by  far  the  greatest  on  record.     This  has,   in  spite  of  large  supplies, 
pushed  meat  prices  steadily  higher-.     Meat  consumption  per  person  has  been  at  a 
near-record  rate  and  promises  to  continue  high  through  the  remainder  of  1947. 

Incomes  and  the  Retail  Value  of  Meat  Consum.ed 


Consumer  purchase  studies  show  that  as  consum.er  incomes  rise  demand  for 
meat  increases.     More  so .than  for  most  other  foods.     Studies  of  the  relationship 
between  the  estimated  total  retail  value  of  meat  consumed  and  disposable  incomes 
in  1920-41  indicate  that  for  each  1  percent  increase  or  decrease  in  total  dis- 
posable income  there  was  an  increase  or  decrease  of  .7  percent,  at  the  mean,  in 
the  retail  value  of  meat  consum.ed.  l/    Similar  results  are  obtained  in  analysis 

The  coefficient  of  simple  correlation  between  the  retail  value  of  m.eat  con- 
sumed (X]_)  and  disposable  inc ome  for  1920--41  (Xo)  is  .92.     The  regression  equation 
based  on  this  analysis — all  data  in  billions  of  dollars--is  .r 

=  1.026  +  .042  X2 

The  standard  error  of  estimate  is  .206  billion  dollars  (equal  to  5  percent 
at  the  mean  value  of  X-j^  of  3.85  billion  dollars). 

i 


-  9  - 


of  the  relationship  of  the  retail  yalue  of  meat  consumed  per  person  to  disposable 
income  per  person  during-  that  period.     An  increase  or  decrease  of  1  percent  in 
disposable  income  per  person  ^vas  associated  with  a  change  of  .8  percent  m  the 
same  direction  in  the  ret.ail  Talue  ■  of  meat  consumed  per  person,  j/ 

Since  annual-data  are  not  available  for  total  retail  meat  purchases,  esti- 
m.ates  were  made  of  the  retail  value  of  m:est  consumed.     This  v/as  done  by  usanr 
data  on  total  meat  consumption  (civilian  and  miilitary)  ■•.vhole -^ale  dressed  m.eat 
basis  converted  to  a  retail  v.'eipht  basis  by  multiplying  with  the  follov/ing  fac- 
tors :     Beef,   .79;  veal,   .91;  lamb  and  mutton,   .89;  and  pork.   .93.  2/    The  3/alue 
of  these  quantities  was  then  obtained  by  using  the  retail  prices  reported  in  USDA 
Misc.  Publ,  No.  576.  3/    Because  there  are  no  separate  price  series  for  veal  or 
mutton,  the  quantity  of  veal  consumed  v;as  valued  at  beef  prices  and  mutton  v;ss 
valued  at  lamb  prices.     ?feat  consumed  on  farms  '.vhere  produced  v;as  valued  at 
average  retail  prices  as  was  meat  consumed  in  restaurants  and  other  eating  places. 
The  prices  reported  for  the  later  war  years  probably  do  not  make  adeq^uate  '. 
allov/anoe  for  all  of  the  meat  purchased  at  above  ceiling  prices.     Despite  ,  the 
lim.itations  of  the  data  used,  the  calculated  value  of  in^at  consum.ed  at  retail  . 
probably  is  reasonably  close  to  the  total  expenditure  for  red  meat  in  the  years 
shown,  except  for  som.e  dovmward  bias  in  the  later  v/ar  years- 

In  m.ost  yeeiTs  from  1920  through  1939,  the  calculated  retail  value  of  meat 
consumied  was  5  to  6  percent  of  total  disposable  income.     After  1940j  hov/ever, 
disposable  incomes  increased  at  a  much  more  rapid  rate  thsn  the  retail  value  of 
meat  consum.ed.    Meat  prices  vie  re  held  down  by  controls  during  and  immediately 
after  the  war.     The  quantity  ,  of  meat  for  civilians  v/as  limited  by  rationing  and 
by  very  large  exports.     As  a  result,  the  value  of  meat  consumed  in  1945  v/as  only 
3  to  4  percent  of  total  disposable  income.    After  the  end  of  price  controls  in 
1946,  the  proportion  of  incom.es  spent  for  meat  increased  sharplyj  and  in  1947 
Gonsum.ers  apparently  are  spending  a  m.uch  larger  percentage  of  their  incom.es  for 
meat  than  during  any  year  since  at  least  1934. 


1/    The  coefficient  of  simple  correlation  between  the  retail  value  of  meat  con- 

'i'umed  per  person  (Z^)  and  disposable  income  per  person  for. 1920-41  (X2)  also 

is  .92.     The  regression  equat i on"~ba se d ~on~ zhi s  analysis--all  data  in  dpllars--is: 

Xi  =  5.107  +  -04  8 

The  standard  error  of  estim.ate  is  $2.00  (equal  to  6  percent  of  the -m.ean 
value  of  Xi^     of  $31.54).  ^ 
2/    Coiiversion  Factors  and  Weights  and  Measurigs  for  Agricultural  Cormodities  and 
Their  products,  U.S»D,A«,  Production  and  Marketing  Administration,  Washington, 
L.  C. ,  1947,  page  20. 

3/    Price  Spreads  Between  Farm.ers  end  Consum.ers  for  Food  Products,,  V/ashmgt on, 
D.  C.,  1945,  current  prices  are  reported  in  the  Marketing  and  Transportation 
Situation. 
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Table  2,-  Total  disposable  income  and  estimated  retail  value  of  meat 

consumed,  Uhi'tea'States ,  1920-47 


:  Disposable  income 

Retail  value  of  meat  consumed  l/ 

2/ 

Index  numbers 

Amount 

(1935-39 

=100  )_ 

Year 

:        Index  : 

Beef 

I  Lamb 

:  Pork  : 

:Beef 

s  Lamb  s 

Pork 

: 

.Total 

numbers  : 

and 

i  and 

sexclud-: 

Total 

•and 

:  and  ; 

exclud- 

:(1935-39=100)' 

veal 

: mutt on 

-J  ing  : 

veal 

smut  ton : 

ing 

'.Total 

:  lard  i 

%  : 

lard 

:  Bile 



"Mil. 

Milo 

Mil,  ' 

Mil» 

 :  

:  dol. 

dol  c 

dol. 

do}  0 

dole 

1920 

;  69.2 

103,9 

1,908 

199 

2,133 

4,240 

100 

96 

130 

113 

1921 

55  «0 

82  c  6 

1,571 

192 

1^773 

3,53.6 

82 

93 

108 

94 

1922 

•  59.1 

88,7 

1,  598 

179 

1,755 

3,532 

84 

86 

107  ■ 

94 

1923 

68,3 

102.6 

1,710 

189 

1,912 

3,81]- 

90 

91 

116 

101 

1924  : 

69.1 

103,8 

1,793 

192 

1,928 

3,913 

94 

93 

117 

104 

1925  : 

73a 

109.8 

1,897 

202 

2,126 

4,225 

99 

97 

129 

112 

1926  : 

75,8 

113,8 

1,977 

216 

2,166 

4,359 

104 

104 

132 

116 

1927  : 

76.1 

114.3 

1^888 

215 

2,169 

4,272 

99 

104 

132 

114 

1928  : 

78.1 

117.3 

1,948 

229 

2,203 

4,380 

102 

110 

134 

116 

1929  s 

82,5 

123 . 9 

2,092 

242 

2 , 243 

4,  577 

110 

117 

136 

122 

1930  : 

73  o7 

110,7 

1,929 

248 

2,102 

4,279 

101 

120 

128 

114 

1931  : 

63.0 

94,6 

1,609 

222 

1,796 

3,627 

84 

107 

109 

96 

1932  : 

47o8 

71  =  8 

1,296 

170 

1,338 

2,804 

68 

82 

81 

74 

1933  ! 

45„2 

67,9 

1,238 

148 

1^213 

2,  599 

65 

71 

74 

69 

1934  J 

51.6 

77,5 

1,735 

171 

1,451 

3,357 

91 

82 

88 

89 

1935  : 

58.0 

87.1 

1,863 

202 

1,520 

3,585 

97 

97 

92 

95 

1936 

68.3 

102  ,5 

1,907 

204 

1,671 

3,782 

100 

98 

102 

101 

1937  : 

71.1 

106,7 

2,093 

217 

1,749 

4,059 

110 

105 

106 

108 

1938  : 

65o5 

98,3 

l.,808 

210 

1,633 

3,651 

95 

102 

99 

97 

1939  ; 

70.2 

105c4 

1,876 

204 

1,655 

3,735 

98 

98 

101 

99 

1940  : 

75,7 

113.7 

1^903 

203 

1,660 

3,766 

100 

98 

101 

100 

1941  : 

92.0 

138.1 

2,281 

227 

1,979 

4^487 

119 

109 

120 

119 

1942  i 

116  „  2 

174,5 

2,784 

289 

2,468 

5,541 

146 

139 

150 

147 

1943  : 

131.6 

197,6 

2, .727 

304 

3,007 

6,038 

143 

147 

183 

161 

1944 

146,0 

219.2 

2,991 

301 

3,087 

6,379 

157 

145 

188 

170 

1945  ; 

150,7 

226«3 

3^026 

325 

2  ^  53  3 

5.884 

159 

157 

154 

156 

1946 

158.4 

237.8 

3,522 

357 

3 , 546 

7,425 

184 

172 

215 

197 

1947  3/ 

-168,0 

252  o3 

5,559 

387 

4.881 

10,827 

291 

187 

296 

288 

l/    Consumption  (civilian  and  military)  of  different  types  of  meat  converted  to  a 
retail  weight  and  multiplied  by  retail  price  of  each  type  to  obtain  retail  value. 
2^    1920-28  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  estimates  based  on  national  income  data 
published  by  the  Department  of  Commerce,     1929  to  date,  published  estimates  of  the 
Department  of  Commerce, 


5/    Partly  forecast. 
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Table  3o-  Disposable  income  per  person  and  estimated  retail  value  of  meat 
consvjned  per  r'erson,"  United  States,  1920-47 


:DisDosable  income 
:      "  2/ 

!           [  Index 
.  Per     [  numbers 
.person '( 1935-39  = 

Retail  value 

of  meat  consumed  per  person 

V 

:              Amount  per 
person 

Index  niimbers 
(1935-39=100) 

Beef 

and 

veal 

:  Lamb  : 
:  and  : 
:mutton : 

J  ; 

Fori:  : 
exclud- : 

ing    ■  : 
lard  : 

1  \^  \^ci  X 

.Beef 
and 
.veal 

:  Lamb 
:  and 
tmutton 

:  Pork 
texclud- 
:  ing 
:  lard 

i    UO  X  t 

Dol, 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

1920 

•  VxD 

1~  O  •  / 

17,8 

1.8 

1 9 » S 

39.5 

121 

112 

157 

136 

1921 

Q  R  T 

14.4 

1.8 

16.2 

32.4 

98 

112 

128 

112 

1922 

>        oo  o 

X\JO   •  iJ 

14.4 

lo6 

15.9 

.  31.9 

98 

100 

125 

110 

1923 

IIP  1 

15.2 

1»7 

ie.9 

33,8 

104 

106 

133 

117 

1924 

1  T  7  ? 
X  J.  /  »  c 

15.6 

1.7 

16.8 

.34.1 

106 

106 

132 

118 

192  5 

Oct 

19  9  9 

16.3 

■  1.7 

18.2 

36.2 

111 

106 

143 

125 

1926 

16.7 

1.8 

18.4 

3  c  1 9 

114 

112 

145 

127 

1927 

635 

1  23  «8 

16.8 

■1.8 

18,1 

35.7 

108 

112 

142 

123 

1928 

644 

125,  5 

16.0 

lo9 

18.2 

36.1 

109 

119 

143 

125 

1929  : 

673 

131.  2 

17ol 

2.0 

18,3 

37.4 

116 

125 

144  . 

129 

1930  : 

595 

X  J-  w  »  w 

15,6 

2.0 

17.,0 

34,6 

106 

125 

134 

119 

1931  : 

505 

98 .4 

12.9 

1.8 

14.4 

■29.1 

88 

112 

.  113 

1932  : 

381 

74,3 

10,3 

1.3 

10.7 

22.3 

70 

81 

84 

77 

1933  : 

358 

69 1,8 

9,8 

1.2 

9,6 

20,6 

67 

75 

76 

71 

1934  : 

406 

79^1 

13.7 

1.3 

llo4 

26,4 

93 

81 

90 

91 

1935  : 

453 

88.3 

14.5 

1.6 

11,9 

28.0 

99 

100 

94 

97 

1936  : 

530 

103.3 

14„8 

1.5 

13  .0 

29.3 

101 

94 

103 

101 

1937  : 

549 

107.0 

16.1 

1.7 

13.5 

31.3 

110 

106 

106 

108 

1938  : 

501 

97,6 

13,8 

1.6 

12.5 

27,9 

94 

100 

98 

96 

1939  : 

533 

105  :  8 

14o2 

1.6 

12.6 

28o4 

96 

100 

99 

98 

1940  : 

570 

ill.l 

14.4 

1.5 

12,5 

28*4 

98 

94 

98 

98 

1"J41  : 

656 

133,7 

17o0 

1.7 

14,8 

33.5 

116 

106 

116 

116 

1942  : 

858 

167.3 

20  =  6 

2ol 

18,2 

40.9 

140 

131 

143 

141 

lt'43  : 

958 

186.7 

19,8 

2,2 

21.9 

43  o9 

135 

138 

172 

152 

1944  : 

1,051 

204..  9 

21.5 

2.2 

22,2 

45.9 

146 

138 

175 

158 

1945  ; 

1,073 

209o2 

21,6 

2,3 

18.0 

41 0  9 

147 

144 

142 

145 

1946  : 

1,115 

217.3 

24.8 

2.5 

25,0 

52.3 

169 

156 

197 

180 

1947  3/: 

1,165 

227.1 

38,6 

2,7 

33.8 

75,1 

263 

169 

266 

259 

l/    Consumption  (civilian  and  military)  of  different  types  of  meat  converi:ed  to  a 
iytail  weight  and  multiplied  by  retail  price  of  each  type  to  obtain  retail  value. 
2/    1920-28  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Econom.ics  estimates  based  on  national  income  data 
published  by  the  Department  of  Commerce?     1929  to  datej  published  e-stiiratas  of  the 
Deriartment  of  Commerce- 
5/    Partly  forecast. 


The  total  value  of  meat  con-sumed  in  1947  will  exceed  that  of  1946  by  a 
T/ide  margin,  and  will  be  the  highest  of  record.    Retail  meat  prices  are  higher 
in. 1947  than  the  previous  record  in  1946.  '  Meat  consumption  (civilian  and  mili- 
tary) in  1947  is 'expected  to  average  around  135-  pounds  per  person,  retail  weight, 
which  would  be  the  lowest  for  any  year  since  1942  tut  higher  than  any  year  from 
1920- through  1942.  ^  ' 

The-  estimated  value  of  meat  consumed  varies  more  with  changes  in  prices' 
than  with  changes  in  qviantities  -consumedo  '  Most  of  the  variations  in  "meat  prices 
result  from  changes  in  consumer  incomes  and  "spending.    Consumption  depends  : 
'principally  on  the  quantity  nrodixced  vrhich,  over  tlie  short  run,  is  relatively 
stable.    The  extreme  range  in  annual  meat  consumption,  retail  basis,  from  1920 
through  1946  was  12,6  to  21.0  billion  pounds.    The  extreme  range  in  the-  average 
price  of  meat  consumed  during  that  period  was. 17,5  to  38.5  yents  per  pound.  More- 
over, in  many  of  the  years  v:hen  meat  consuimption  was  above  average,  especially 
since  1941,  the  average  retail  price  of  meat  also  was  above  average. 


i  a  D  -Le  1 1 

-  Yfeighted  average  retail,  price 

per  loound  of 

meat  consumed  and  tc 

quantity  of 

meat  consumed. 

unxteu.  ooai/e 

o       1  Q  O  Q  A7 

Average  retail  price 



P,  r\  70  Q 1  Trn>^  H — i  PiTi 
o  Ullo  Lu.ip  O  J-ULi 

Index 

Tridex 

Year  . 

Per  nound  t 

TniTnbers 

:  Retail  wei 

fht      :  nt^Tnbers 

(.1935-39  =  lOO) 

•  ( 1935-39^=  IOC 

C  ents 

Mil.  lb. 

lycu  ■ 

3  3  .  R 

8.8 

X  y  o  X  • 

?R  -0 

105 

%J\J 

-          ]  01 

-L  W  JL 

13  151 

93 

26 »  5 

99 

14  361 

102 

26,7 

100 

14  638 

1  04 

X  WI 

T  Q9  c: 

30.0 

112 

lA.  077 

100 

31.1 

116 

14,028 

99 

XuC  1 

30,6 

114 

13  975 

99 

i-'J  CO 

31.5 

■    ■  118 

13  888 

X<^  f  ^ vJ 

98 

1929 

32,8 

123. 

13,975 

99 

1930 

:  30.8 

■115 

13,881 

98  ■ 

,  1931 

:  25.6 

96 

14,183 

101 

1932 

19,5 

73 

14,347 

102 

1933 

:  17.5 

65 

14,858 

.  105 

1934 

:  20.9 

78 

16,049 

114 

1935..  . 

:  .28,0. 

105 

12,797 

91 

1936     ■  • 

:  26,7 

100' 

14,176- 

100 

■  1937 

:  28.9 

108 

14,069 

■  •.                    100  ' 

1938 

:      ■  25,5 

95  - 

14,302 

101 

1939 

:  24,6 

9.2 

15,213 

108 

1940 

:  22.9 

86 

16,431 

116 

19^1 

:  26.9 

101 

16,695 

118 

1942 

:  31,4 

117 

17,664 

125 

1943 

:  32cO 

120 

13,851 

134 

1944 

:  30.3 

114 

21,037 

149 

1945 

:  30,3 

113 

19,408 

138 

1946 

:  38,5 

144 

19,296 

137 

1947  1/ 

:  55.5 

208 

19,510 

138 

1^    Parbly  forecast. 
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Consiaier  ?i;r  chase  Stud  leg  Shov  ^^ancl^.^^^ 
Meat  Increases  as  Inccoies  Increase 

Con&umer  purchase  studies  have  indicated  that  meat  purchases  and 
consumption  increase  as  family  incc.irse  increase.    1/  The  most  recent  compre- 
hensive study  of  this  type;  va&  conducted  "in  the' spring  of  l9'i-2  bofcre 
rationing  and  price  controls  vent  into  effects    2/  L'eta  on  neat  ci.'nsuiripti.'in 
from  this  survey  are  siimrinrized    in  tables -6  and  "J.    Jroan  famili^je  with  in- 
cones  ranging  from  $5^0  to  $999  consumed  l,6l  pounds  of  meat  per  person  per 
veek,  valued  at  5m-  cents.    Those  vith  incorces  of  $2,000  tc  $2,499  coniumed 
2.46  pounds  of  neat  per  person  in  a  weok^  valued  at  3?  cents.    Those  with 
incomes  of  $5^000  to  $9>999  cons'omed  an  av^^rago  of  2.68  pcundtj  per  person  per 
week,  which  was  valued  at  $1.02. 

If  these  income -consuzipt  ion  re  la.  t  ions  hi  pa  hold,  the  present  unacually 
strong  demand  for  meat  is  under stan-latle  vhen  present  incomes  are  compared  with 
those  of  19^2 „    Disposable  income  per  psreon  was  eotimatod  to  be  $858  in  19^2 
and  $1,115  in  19^6,    Disposable  incoae  this  year  will  be  close  -co  $1,165  P<3^ 
person.    Almost  one-third  of  the  families  in  the  United  States  in  the  spring 
of  19^2  had  family  incomes  of  loss  than  $1.,000,  48  percent  had  incomes  of 
$1,000  to  $3,000,  and  I9  percent  had  incomes  of  $3^000  or  more.    Data  on  the 
distribution  of  family  IncomeB  m  19^' 6  iiVdicato  that  15  percent  of  all 
families  had  annual  incomes  of  leraa  than  $1,000  42  percexit  had  incomes  of 
$1,000  to  $3,000  and  43  percent  had  incor.es  of  $3,000  or  more. 

(Concluded  on  back  pafre^) 
Table  5.  "  Dif5tributlon  of  family  incoms-j  'Cnlted  States, 
Spring  19i^2  and  1945-^6 


Annual 
net  money 
income 


lAider 
$1,000 
$2,000 
$3,000 
$4,000 
$5,000 
$7,500 
$3,000 


Si, 000 
to  $1,999 
to  $2,999 
to  $3,999 
to  $4,999 

to  $7,499 
and  over 
or  over 


Spring 
1942 


Pern  t 


33 
27 
21 


19 


1945 

Perce;i\ 

13 
22 
22 
17 

9 

8 

4 


J946 


v,en1 


15 

20 
22 
18 
10 

9 
6 


Source:  1942,  Family  Food  Concumpticn  in  the  Unibed  Stares,  S/Dept.  of 
Agriculture  Miecellan^cus  T-ixb .  r*c .  55O,  pege  3, 

1945  and  1946^  S-XTTej  of  ConsuLT^r  Fin^xco-ii,  Fart  II  ,    Ccneuj\er  Incomes  and 
Liquid  Asset  Holdings,  Federal  Beser^e  Bulletin,  July  19'f;7,  page.  79I. 


1/  V/ithin  limits,  of  courne;  families  in  the  highest  iricome  classes  probably 
do  not  increase  meat  purchases  with ' increases  m  incomes . 

2/  Family  Food  Consumption  in  the  United  States.  U,  S.  Dept.  of  Agriculture 
Misc.  Piublication  No.  55O,  Washington,  D,  C,  1944. 


AUGUST-SEPTEIVIBER  1947 
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Table  60-  Meat:    Average  money  value  of 'meat  consumed  by  kinds, 
per  person  per  week  by  type  of  community  and  annual 
net  money  income  class housekeeping  families  and 
single  persons^ . United  States,  Spring  1942 


^    ^^^^^^   .  —   ^.  -  — 

and  other  organs  when  it  was  not  known  whether  they  v/ere  beef 
2/  Includes  families' with  incomes  of  yiO^OOO  or  over.. 


Tvoe  of  corrnnunitv 

t           Average  value 

of  meat  0 

onsumed  per  person  per  wee 

jk 

. and  annual  net  money 
income  class 

c 

Beef 

Veal 

•Pork,  inolud-: 
t   inp"  baooTi  • 

Lamb 

Other  1/ 

i  D ol lar s 

T)  f)  ]  1  n  T  S 

Dollars 

D  nl  1  a  r  f! 

f)  n  1  1  a  T"  s 

Dollars 

Urban 

AT  1  c lasses 

0.815 

A  33  ^ 

t-  KJ  0 

c045 

,278 

.n6T 

.096 

0-499'         •  1 

o453 

ol  30 

-.006 

o260 

0023 

,034 

500-999 

.539 

,216 

.021 

.208 

c037 

.057 

1,000-1,499 

:  e637 

.251 

.030 

.234 

.037 

,085 

1,500-1,999  ■        ■••  ■■  ! 

.713 

c,300 

,050 

a247 

.030 

.086 

2,000-2,999  ■ 

!  0894 

,378 

C.046 

,288 

.07? 

.109 

2^000-2p499 

,043 

.111 

2  ■  50O-~2  999 

.930 

379 

.051 

.106 

3  000  or  over  2/ 

,060 

0  0  X  0 

DRQ 

.  VJ  0  i7 

.109 

3  000-4  999 

» 0  (  U 

V-/  0 

no? 

.108 

5  000-9  999 

J.  t\JC± 

/ICR 

c065 

0  ou  0 

.113 

Rural  non-farm 

All  classes 

b500 

ol79 

c009 

.221 

,020 

.071 

0-499               ,  .  ' 

o307 

0O86 

cl65 

.004 

,U4o 

*  500-999 

399 

.005 

1  9  R  ■  ■ 

0  V./  w  \J 

=  054  ■ 

1  000-1  499 

1  67 

c005 

o?07 

.024 

0  w  m: 

.057 

1.500-1.999      •  ■ 

!  o583 

-  h20l 

.013 

1 243 

.01  8 

,108 

2,000-2,999 

06-I5 

■  0  226 

c017 

r.277 

.027 

.098  • 

3  000  or  over 

;  .795 

.371 

c02  9 

c278 

.039  • 

.078 

Rural  farm 
All  classes- 

:  o489 

ol25 

.005 

.279  - 

.009 

,071 

0-499 

:  .342 

.076 

.007 

.200 

.002 

,057 

500-999 

:       o463  ' 

.100 

n002 

.285  • 

.005" 

.071 

1,000-1,499 

:  ,583 

.145 

.000 

.361  • 

,005 

,072 

1,500-1,999 

:  o726 

.223 

c005 

.385  ■ 

.029 

,084 

2,000-2,999 

:  .711 

.189 

.018 

.402  ■ 

.014 

.088 

3,000  or  over 

:  .736 

.296 

,015 

,271  • 

o038 

.116 

tripe,  tongue,  kidney, 
veal,  pork  or  lamb. 


Source:    Family  Food  Consumption  in  the  United  States,  USDA  Misc.  Pub.  No.  550,  1944. 
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AVERAGE  QUANTITY  OF  MEAT  CONSUMED  PER  PERSON  PER' 
WEEK  BY  CITY  FAMILIES,  BY  INCOME  CLASSES, 

UNITED  STATES.  SPRING  1942*  ' ' 


0 
2 


VEAL 


PORK 


LAMB  AND  MUTTON 


0-499  :  1,000-1,499  ;         2,000-2,499  ;  3,000-4.999 

500-999  1,500-1,999  2,500-2,999  5,000-9,999 

ANNUAL  NET  FAMILY  INCOME  (DOLLARS) 
SOURCE:  FAMILY  FOOD  CONSUMPTION  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES,  U.  S.  D.  A.  MISC.  PUB.  NO.  550.  1944 
'HOUSEKEEPING  FAMILIES  AND  SINGLE  PERSONS         ^INCLUDES  EDIBLE  OFFALS 


U.  S.  DEPA5TM  ENT  QF  AGRICULTURE 


NEG.  46558'      BUREAU  OF  AGRICULTURAL  ECONOMICS 


Meat  consumption  per  person  Increases  as  incomes  increase,  in  early  1912,  more 
beef  and  veal  was  purchased  per  person  by  families  with  moderately  high  incomes  than 
those  with  lower  incomes.  Pork  consumption  showed  much  less  tendency  to  increase  as; 
average  incomes  increased.  !; 


LMS-7 
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LlToatoct:  prlcaa  per  100  potmdB  (exce-ot  vfaer»  notod).  nBrkBtlsgB  asd  ala\;ight«r 
etatlstles,  tj  specl«a, 

IRICES 

IT                                  ;    Annual      :  Januaiy-August    ;  19^6  :  19^7 

 !At.  1937-J»1;    l9h!^     :  19kJ      ;  July      ;  August     ;    June      ;    July      ;  August 

:        Dolj^       Itol.      Pol,  Dpi.  Pol.         Pol.         Pol.  Pol. 
: 

Cattla  and  caJree  i 
Baef  etaera  sold  out  of  first  : 
hazide,  Chicago;  : 

Choice  and  prlB*   :     12.01           19.02       27.82  22.65  2lt.63        27.38        30.25  31.91 

Good   :     10.52          17. U8      25.13  19.86  20.73        25.72        27.6J*  28.27 

Meditm  8.9'»           I5.65       22.00  17.G9  16. 60        23. Uo        24.30        21. 96 

CoEBon   !       7.59  1^.21       17-7'^  1^.73  13-65        2^.13        19.^9        16. 89 

All  grad»«   i      loM            17.32       24.62  £1.36  21.71         25.67         27. «5  2tl.8i!i 

Good  grade  cows,  Chicago   :       tTSo           Ih.kh       17 .85  15-35  14.50        I9T73        19Toi;^        18. 87 

roalera:  Gd.  and  Ch.,  Chicago                          10. 3!*           I5.9O       24.28  17.97  16. 83        24.68        23. 07        23. 08 

Stocker  and  feeder  steers  ! 

Kansas  City   8.36           15-24       20.28  15.53  15-51         21.11         21. 9I  21.22 

At.  price  recelTed  "bj  faraers:  : 

Beef  cattle   ,                      iM           13.78      18.66  15-70  •    15-70        19-50  *     19^80  20.00 

Veal  calTea  ,  ,  :.      8.72   -•     14.-58'     19:9l*''  16. 30  15. 90  '      20.8a  "  '   20'.8o'  20.80 

Hope  I 

At.  aarlnt  price,  Chicago:  : 

Barrows  and  gilts  -              16.14       24.65  18.12  21.95        23.32        24.74        26. 3I 

Sows  ;   15.27       20.51  17.67  19.93        18.28        19.67  22.13 

All  pvirchflses   ;       7.97           15.93       23. bl  17.94  20.34        22.06        22.11        23 .7'* 

At.  urlce  recelTed  tj  faraers:  : 

Hogs   :       7.59           15.41       23.81  17.20  20.80        23.30        23.60  24.40 

Com,  cents  per  huahel   :     62.9           I38.O       217.6  I96.O  I80.O        185.O        201.0  219.O 

Hog-corn  price  ratio,  U.  S.   1/  .-...:     12.8            11.4        I5.0  8.6  11.6          12.6  11.7  U-l 

Sheep  and  Tjim'hfl  : 

Laaba,  gd.  and  ch.,  Chicago   :       9.82          16. 98      23.44  20.07  20.06        24.40        24.46  23.88 

Feeding  laaba,  gd.  ai^  ch.,  CBaha  ,  :       8.70      2/  15.43  2/  20.34  3/  16.33  16.53           -  -  21. 3I 

EvBB,  gd.  ai^  ch.,  Chicago   :       4.43           8. 06        9-09  9-15  7-09         7-^'+         8.22         9. 05 

At.  price  reoelTed  by  farners:  : 

Sheep   s       4.20            7.05        8.3I  8.14  7.14          8.40  8.56  8.56 

Lambs   f       8.28           14.34       20.12  15.90  16.40         21.10         21.10  21.00 

Meat  : 

Wholesale,  Chicago:  ! 

Steer  beef,  carcass  (good,  50O-6OO  lbs.):     I6.09          24.12       39.O6  3^-23  38-30        40.75  46.40 

Composite  hog  products   :     II.07          17.86       28. 50  25.01  27.82        27.55        28.56  30-57 

laab  carcasses  (good,  30-40  lbs.)   :     I7.U          27-86       42.09  37-88  41.07           -  ^-04  45.55 

B.L.S,  Index  retail  seat  prices     4/  i    100. 9           144.3            -  173.7  I86.6         216.9  220.2 

Indax  income  of  industrial  workers  : 

l?35-39=10O   »    120.4       .  254.8           -  273.1  289.9        317-8        312.1  -_ 

 LlTestock  Marketing  and  Slauj^ter  Statistics 

:  Ifalt  : 

Meat-anlaal  narketlngs:  :  : 

Index  nuBbers  (1935-39=100)           —     :     IO9            136          142  I67  133           1^^8  146  I30 

Stocker  and  Feeder  shlpnents  to    :  : 

8  Com  Belt  States  :  : 

Cattle  and  calres   :  Thoua.:        -        1,139      1,119  176  323           120  157  198 

Sheep  and  liuabs  :  Thous.:        -            982      1,349  98  338           134  166  283 

Slaughter  under  Federal  Inapeotion:  : 

'''^tUe  .7..  :  ThouB.i  9,999        7,251    "  9,938  1,239  1,2^^0        1,207     '  1,274  1,217 

CaiTea   Thous.:  5!571         3,58l       4,966  5*^2  '   53'*           621  656  628 

sS:r«^*ii^a-:::::::::::::::;S°o^:;i?lg  13:706  10:589  1,738  1,578   1,329   1,280  1253 

Hogs   :  Thoufl.:4l,225       30,274     30,434  3,863  2,843        3,653        3,^^55  2,731 

^i:Tie":!:!!lf!:  ;  ib.  ;  933    964  6/935  923  917    926    922  6/910 

CalTes   :    ».    :      191            181     5/  193  232  239            206  222       |/  228 

Sheep  and  lanba  :    lb.    :      86            9^     Z/   95  8?  90            87  ^88      o/  91 

Hogs  :    lb.    :     23lv           259     §/  266  290  263           273  288  5/291 

Meat  Production:                          :       .    i  , #  , 

Beef   :Mll.lb.:  5,002      '  3,749  6/  4,971  606  59**           599  622      6/  59^ 

Veal   Mil. lb.:     577           362  5/     535  69  70            71  81      5/  g 

and  Button   :Hll.lb.:     710            588  g     4l8  69  65             55  53       6/  54 

Pork  (excluding  lai^)   :Mll.lb.t  5,530     .    ^22  6/  4,522  668  426           556  551      6/  465 

Storage  atocks  end  of  aonth:         :            :  r.i  00 

B^....  U411.1b.:  ■    -              -            -  64  95           106  f  99- 

Pork.;   :Mll.lb,:       -             . .            -  300  169           353  332  265  . 

Iamb  aal  amt.ton  :Mll.lb.i       -               -             -  9  ^J,  =i,n  k-n  ' 

Totkl  fflUt        »eat  prducta  ..aui.lb.t       -              -            -  ^  .  351           597  -         51+9  W 

Percent  packing  aow  are  of  Fed-  :     ,  ,      ,      ■  on  17  ■ 

erallr  Inepected  bog,  c laughter  ;Pereent:                       13  .        -  31  .    3Q  -^i 

1/    Nupier  <jf  bushels  of  corn  etiuiyalent  in  Talue  of  100  pounds  or  live  hogs.    2/  Average  for  prices  lor  January, 

February,  March,  April,  and  A'ogust.    3/  Two  week.. average  price  of  feeding  lambs.  4/  Meat,  poultry,  and  fish:  Bureau 

of  Labor' Statistics,  1935-39=100.    3/    1947  slaughter  excludes  Hawaii  and  Virgin  Islands.    6/    Estimated  frcm  weekly 

data.      -    ■  "  ■ 
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Hie  19^2  study  reported  greater  per  capita  meat  purchases  in  higher 
income  classes  than  those  having  lover  incomes.    Meat  purchases  increased  from 
the  lowest  through  the  $5,01)0-9,999  income  class,  the  highest  reported.  However, 
purchases  of  pork  and  lamh  per  person  hy  city  people  were  less  for  the  $5,000, 
to  $9>999  class  than  for  the  $3;00u  to  $4-, 999  g- oup  "but  this  was  more  than  offset 
by  largerpurchases  of  beef  and  veal  by  those  in  the  upper  income  class. 

Not  only  were  the  quantities  of  meat  consumed  larger  among  higher  income 
groups,  but  families  with  larger  incomes  also  purchased  more  expensive  cuts  and 
meat  of  higher  quality.     Dollar  expenditures  for  meat  therefoi-e,   showed  a  greater 
increase  than  the  quantity  purchased  with  each  highez'  income  group. 

The  results  of  this  and  other  consumer  purchase  studies  may  be  summarized 
with  few  exceptions,  as  follows.    With  larger  family  incomes  pork  consumption  was 
larger,  but  tended  to  become  a  smaller  proportion  of  all  meat  consumed.  Beef 
and  veal  consum.ption,  on  the  other  hand,  not  only  increased  as  incomes  rose  but 
tended  to  become  a  larger  proportion  of  all  meat  consumed. 

Consumer  purchase  studies  tend  to  show  that  city  people  consume  more  meat 
per  person  than  rui'al  faim  and  nonfarm  people  who  have  the  same  incomes.  Rural 
nonfami  people  consume  less  than  farraers.     Within  ea'ch  income  class,  city 
families  consume  more  beef  and  veal  per  person  than  either  farmers  or  nonfam 
rural  people.     City  people  also  generally,   consume  much  more  lamb  than  rui'al  people 
who  have  the  same  income. 
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